INTRODUCTION TO THE PRESENT DAY
scientific minds at the time was that of the "Open Polar
Sea3. It was believed that, thanks to the Gulf Stream,
there must be a navigable channel round the North Pole,
so that, if only the intervening belt of ice could be pene-
trated, there would be no difficulty in sailing directly
to the North Pole. It was this theory which led to the
forming of the Smith Sound expeditions; many years
passed before it was dropped, and many men wore
themselves out in the attempt to reach the promised
water beyond the ice-barrier. Nevertheless, observations
made by the members of these expeditions were most
valuable, both in the information about climatic con-
ditions which was gained, and in the field of natural
science.
But it is above all the Swedish expeditions which we
have to thank for the great scientific knowledge won
from the Arctic towards the close of the nineteenth
century. These expeditions concentrated chiefly on
Spitzbergen, and were begun by Otto Torell, but the
most prominent name of all is that of Nils Adolf Erik
Nordenskjold. From 1858 onwards he accompanied the
Spitzbergen expeditions, and soon took over their
leadership. He realised the importance of taking with
him scientists of all kinds. It is to him that we owe the
first thorough survey of Spitzbergen, he made the first
accurate meteorological observations from pack ice, and
it was his scientists who gave us a thorough knowledge of
Arctic creatures and plants, of geological conditions and
many other things. The peak of his brilliant series of
successful expeditions was the Vega voyage in 1878-9, on
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